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Local Legislator Attends School and Gets

Lesson in Maximizing Student Health and Learning

(Name of local state legislator/s) visited with school nurse (name of school nurse and credentials) at (name the school or district) during the week of (month/day/year).  (He/She) experienced first-hand how essential the school nurse is to our education system in the 21st century. This visit focused on the many health and safety issues that school nurses encounter as well as student access to care. 

Modern school health programs and services are critical to improving the overall well-being and academic achievement of the students they serve. According to the Ohio Department of Health’s 2008 Survey, the school nurse to student ratio is 1:1,295 on average in Ohio.  Both the Centers for Disease Control in Healthy People 2020 and the National Association of School Nurses (NASN) recommend a ratio of one school nurse to 750 students in the general population and less when considering students needing on-going health services.  School nurses see nearly all of the student body they serve one or more times each school year, and many of those students return for multiple visits each year. On average, there are an estimated 18-20% of students in Ohio that have a diagnosed health condition requiring continuity of care by a school nurse.  While visiting, legislators learned about the role of the school nurse who “facilitates positive responses to normal development; promotes health and safety; intervenes in actual and potential health problems; provides case management services; and actively collaborates with others to build student and family capacity for adaptation, self-management, self-advocacy, and learning” according to NASN. 


The legislator visits are part of an Ohio Association of School Nurses (OASN) initiative during the months of January and February to increase legislator awareness and understanding of the need for funding for quality school health services in Ohio. OASN was founded in 1972 and has been a strong voice for school nurses as they advocate for children’s health issues throughout the State. Over 450 members strong, this non-profit organization includes school nurses, school administrators, public health nurses, practitioners, consultants, educators, and retired school nurses. OASN is an affiliate of the National Association of School Nurses (NASN) and has a proud history of excellence in promoting and advancing quality school health services for children.   For more information about OASN, please visit www.oasn.org. 

