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Legislator Visit Days January and February 2012
Bring your Legislators to school

Advocate for School Nursing Services as a top funding priority at the State House

The first annual School Nurse Legislator Visit Days are planned for January and February 2012. Invite your State Representative and State Senator to school in January or February before they are asked to bring their legislative funding priorities to the Senate President. Advocate now for funding in the FY 2013 budget that supports school nursing services.
Access the “tool kit” of documents to help you implement a legislator visit at the OASN website www.oasn.org.  The tool kit includes samples of an invitation for a school visit to a selected and targeted legislator; a letter to be used with the school superintendent, principal or school committee as needed; a press release about the legislator visit; and a follow up thank you note to lawmakers and school personnel. Updated fact sheets advocating for funding for school health services and current data supporting school health services will also  be posted on the website.

Invite your legislators to your health office and educate them about the true nature of school nursing that is transforming communities. 

· Share with them the data about your daily student encounters and health conditions. Include increased numbers of health conditions such as asthma, diabetes and/or life threatening allergies and the amount of time needed to provide health care and health education, i.e. approx. 35 minutes of care for a student with Type 1 diabetes per day.

· Educate them about your role and work in monitoring communicable diseases and preventing public health outbreaks.
Explain how your management of the H1N1 Flu pandemic kept schools healthy and functioning with surveillance, education, and vaccination.

· Educate legislators about the impact of school nursing on the education system. 

92% return-to-class rate increases student attendance, time on learning, improved academics, graduation rates and decreased drop-out rates.

· Explain the impact of FY12 budget cuts in your district that affected students, school nurse positions, and school resources.
Describe how this can impact students’ readiness to learn, their health, safety, and academic achievement.

· Advocate for funding for the FY 13 supporting School Health Services for children in districts across the State.
Increased numbers of medical conditions in children, along with increased survival of premature infants have resulted in more students with challenging and sometimes life-threatening physical/medical/educational needs. FY12 budget cuts directly affect the services that these students require for future success.

Ask your legislators to make school health services a top funding priority in FY 2013!

	Contact Heidi Steiner at exdirector@oasn.org and let her know your plans. 


